Dear Ambassador ….,

Hindu practitioners in the Republic of Kazakhstan are treated with

intolerance, and without due regard to the rule of law, a situation which 
violates the basic religious and civil liberties as laid down in the United Nations Charter on Human Rights.

Members of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness have been

threatened with forced removal from their property without compensation by

the Kazakhstan government. On April 25, 2006, an attempt was made by the

local government executive to bulldoze innocent believers' homes and

lands, and was thwarted only by a peaceful prayer-vigil, sit-down protest,

and media scrutiny.

Attempts to appropriate land by unfair and illegal means are not new to

Kazakhstan. But the focus on this specific community constitutes religious

discrimination. Kazakh authorities, feeling the pinch of our protest,

claim that this is just a civil matter.

However, the Associated Press reported that human rights experts conclude

Kazakh authorities "appear to be simply coveting the Krishna’s' land."

Helsinki Committee spokesperson, Ninel Fokina, told AP "It's obvious that

they are being purposefully forced out."

Kazakh government spokesperson, Ms. Ryskul Zhunispayeva, a specialist in

Religious Affairs, made the following revealing statement on Kazakh television:

"Their activities on our Kazakhstani land are illegal. These sects

lead the Kazakhs away from Islam. I think that this is very dangerous for

our descendants, for strengthening our Kazakh traditions and culture."

This clearly demonstrates underlying religious intolerance against the

small Krishna society of Kazakhstan. This, coupled with the ongoing threat

of further force against this religious minority, puts the aspiration of

the President of Kazakhstan to Chair the OSCE in 2009 in a very poor

light. The government of Kazakhstan should first assure that this minority

is treated with appropriate respect and the due process of law.

We need your help. Your concern and your voice will be of great support.

Please see that this issue will be raised with the appropriate officers of the government of Kazakhstan. Please request that they stop the threatened destruction of homes of the only Hindu community in Kazakhstan. Please request mediation from the President's Office to bring about a peaceful and positive solution.

We thank you for your time and your concern.

Sincerely,

